
Ralph O. Bloemers, OSB No. 984172

ralph@crag.org - (503) 525-2727

Christopher G. Winter, OSB No. 984355 

chris@crag.org - (503) 525-2725

Crag Law Center

917 SW Oak Street, Suite 417

Portland, OR 97205

Fax: (503) 296-5454

Attorneys for Plaintiffs

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

DISTRICT OF OREGON

PORTLAND DIVISION
	BARK, an Oregon non-profit corporation, FRIENDS OF MOUNT HOOD, an Oregon non-profit corporation, NORTHWEST ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENSE CENTER, an Oregon non-profit corporation, SIERRA CLUB, a California non-profit corporation,



Plaintiffs,


v.

LISA NORTHROP, Acting Forest Supervisor of the Mt. Hood National Forest, BILL WESTBROOK, Zigzag District Ranger, KENT CONNAUGHTON, Regional Forester for Region 6, and the UNITED STATES FOREST SERVICE, a federal agency.


                         Defendants.
	
	Case No. 3:13-cv-00828-AA

DECLARATION OF 
RHETT LAWRENCE



DECLARATION OF RHETT LAWRENCE
I, WILLIAM RHETT (“RHETT”) LAWRENCE, pursuant to the provisions of 28 U.S.C. § 1746, do hereby declare as follows:

1.
I am a resident of Portland, Oregon.  I over 21 years of age and I make this declaration based on my own personal knowledge.  

2.
I am the Conservation Director of the Oregon Chapter of the Sierra Club and submit this declaration in support of the organization’s standing.  The Oregon Sierra Club is a non-profit member-supported, public interest organization that promotes conservation of the Oregon natural environment by influencing public policy decisions—legislative, administrative, legal, and electoral.  The Oregon Chapter has more than 20,000 members and supporters in the State of Oregon.   We have thousands of members who are residents that live in and around Mt. Hood in the communities immediately surrounding Mt. Hood in Government Camp, Welches, Sandy, Zig Zag, Rhodendron, Estacada, Hood River, Parkdale and the greater Portland metropolitan area that regularly use and enjoy the Mt. Hood National Forest.

3.
The Oregon Chapter has a long history of conserving the environment and natural resources on Mt. Hood and of trying to ensure that the Forest Service complies with its obligation to provide recreational opportunities, while at the same time protecting the valuable natural resources of the Mt. Hood National Forest for current and future generations to enjoy.  

4.
I am currently employed by the Oregon Chapter of the Sierra Club as its Conservation Director.  I work out of the Portland, Oregon office and spend a fair amount of my time at the Oregon State Legislature in Salem, Oregon, during legislative sessions working on efforts to protect the environment.  

5.
I have reviewed and I am familiar with the proposal to construct a series of downhill mountain bike trails and routes in and around the historic Timberline Lodge and in the West Fork of the Salmon, Still Creek, Sand Canyon and Glade Canyon watersheds with a return ride for the rider and bike uphill via the Jeff Flood Express lift.   

6.
The Sierra Club has a long history of working with mountain bikers and mountain biking organizations, both in Oregon and around the country.  The Oregon Chapter leadership and membership includes many avid bikers, including people who enjoy cross-country and downhill riding.  The shared passion for bikes and our history of collaboration is reflected in a national policy that is now nearly 20 years old and can be found in its entirety on the national Sierra Club’s website at http://www.sierraclub.org/policy/conservation/mtnbike.aspx.  In general, that policy reflects the Club’s belief that, while bicycles and mountain bikes are not appropriate for federal Wilderness areas, other determinations about where mountain biking should be allowed depend on the circumstances.  The policy further states that efforts should be made “to find common ground and work for positive and shared environmental and recreational goals.” 

7.
The Sierra Club recognizes that the lands here are designated for commercial recreation but the Forest Service and the commercial operator have a stewardship obligation to sustainably manage these sub-alpine lands consistent with the protections afforded to Tier-1 Key Watersheds, Sensitive Species, native salmon and trout, and the related standards and guidelines in the Mt. Hood National Forest Plan and the Northwest Forest Plan.

8.
The Sierra Club has numerous supporters that use and enjoy the historic Timberline Lodge and the surrounding affected lands and waters.  The use and enjoyment of these individual members will be injured or impaired by the construction of the bike park and the implementation of the foreseeable projects in the Master Development Plan.  

9.
The Master Development Plan has never been circulated for public input or subjected to environmental review.  The Master Development Plan involves extensive new construction and the operation of over 17 miles of downhill mountain bike trails, a new day lodge, and parking facilities in four watersheds on Mt. Hood that are already at risk. 

10.
In my personal time, I regularly enjoy natural areas throughout the Pacific Northwest and I am particularly fond of the high-alpine environments of Mt. Hood.  I have made many trips to enjoy the historic Timberline Lodge and have hiked on the trails around it.  I have departed from Timberline Lodge in an attempt to climb Mt. Hood twice, and succeeded in reaching the summit in May 2005.

11.
I enjoy recreating in and around the Timberline Lodge area on Mt. Hood because of the tremendous scenery, the rich wildlife habitat, the historic Lodge, and the relatively quiet solitude of high alpine hiking. I intend to go back in the future to enjoy these areas.

12.
Based on what the Forest Service has disclosed, the past construction of new ski runs, lift bases, and roads within the Timberline Ski permit area have already increased the amount of sediment laden runoff in the system.  The project will further degrade Still Creek and the West Fork of the Salmon River and negatively impact my enjoyment of this special place, as well as that of the members of the Oregon Chapter of the Sierra Club.  

I swear under the penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.  


Executed in Portland, Oregon, this             day of                      , 2013.  







_____________________________
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