
Ralph O. Bloemers, OSB No. 984172

ralph@crag.org - (503) 525-2727

Christopher G. Winter, OSB No. 984355 

chris@crag.org - (503) 525-2725

Crag Law Center

917 SW Oak Street, Suite 417

Portland, OR 97205

Fax: (503) 296-5454

Attorneys for Plaintiffs

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

DISTRICT OF OREGON

PORTLAND DIVISION
	BARK, an Oregon non-profit corporation, FRIENDS OF MOUNT HOOD, an Oregon non-profit corporation, NORTHWEST ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENSE CENTER, an Oregon non-profit corporation, SIERRA CLUB, a California non-profit corporation,



Plaintiffs,


v.

LISA NORTHROP, Acting Forest Supervisor of the Mt. Hood National Forest, BILL WESTBROOK, Zigzag District Ranger, KENT CONNAUGHTON, Regional Forester for Region 6, and the UNITED STATES FOREST SERVICE, a federal agency.


                         Defendants.
	
	Case No. 3:13-cv-00828-AA

DECLARATION OF 
LORI ANN BURD



DECLARATION OF LORI ANN BURD
I, LORI ANN BURD, pursuant to the provisions of 28 U.S.C. § 1746, do hereby declare as follows:

1.
My name is Lori Ann Burd and I live in Portland, Oregon. I am over 21 years of age and I make this declaration based on my own personal knowledge.

2.
I am a member and supporter of Bark. I give money to support Bark’s work and I volunteer on Bark’s Forest Watch Committee.  This committee monitors projects in the Mt. Hood National Forest. I support Bark’s mission to transform Mt. Hood National Forest into a place where natural processes prevail, where wildlife thrives and where local communities have a social, cultural, and economic investment in its restoration and preservation.  

3.
I reviewed and commented on the Environmental Assessment (EA) for the proposed Timberline Downhill Mountain Bike Trails and Skills Park.  

4.
I am a frequent visitor to the Mt. Hood National Forest. I visit Mt. Hood National Forest throughout the year to hike, camp, backpack, picnic, swim, view flora and fauna, take photographs, cross country ski, snowshoe, and hold an annual religious service.

5.
While I visit the forest year-round, I especially enjoy visiting the high alpine flanks of Mt. Hood during the summer months at the same time when the downhill bike trails and skill park would be operating.

6.
One of my favorite trails on the mountain is the Timberline Trail. I usually hike some portion of this trail every summer. I frequently start my hikes at Timberline Lodge or on one of the connector trails like the Mountaineers trails.  In 2009 and 2012, I hiked from Timberline Lodge to Paradise Park.  

7.
I regularly visited Timberline Lodge throughout the years in the summer months for short hikes and to enjoy the spectacular scenery with my family and friends. I have also hiked portions of the Timberline Trail on the northwest, north, and northeast sections of Mt. Hood.

8.
I have seen some of the most beautiful wildflower displays imaginable along the Timberline Trail and in the meadows found in and around Timberline Lodge.  I enjoy viewing wildlife and I have seen bear, deer and elk in and around Timberline Lodge or from the Timberline Trail.

9.
I intend to continue to visit Timberline Lodge and the surrounding area. I plan to continue hiking a portion of the Timberline Trail every summer, and plan to hike the section from Timberline Lodge to Paradise Park as often as time allows.

10.
My use and enjoyment of Mt. Hood in the summer months will be negatively and irreparably impacted by the construction and operation of the bike trails and skills park.  The bike trails and skills park will generate noise and dust that will harm fish and wildlife.  The summer growing season is very short and the summer months are a critical time for elk to raise their young and feed in the high alpine meadows.  The project will irreparably alter the landscape and permanently degrade my ability to enjoy this peaceful scenic area.

11.
The construction of 17 miles of downhill mountain bike trails will directly, permanently and negatively impact my personal use and enjoyment of the fragile alpine area around Timberline Lodge.


I swear under the penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.  


Executed in Portland, Oregon this 20th day of May 2013.  







_____________________________
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